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My work is made fromlife. | arrange things gathered frommy home, studio,
and work spaces, pointing to the intersections and negotiations | nove
through as a nother, artist, and educator. At the sane tinme, | nake

pai nti ngs about painting. | depict the site of the studio and reference
the nmedium s vast history as | consider ny place within its conti nuum
Historically, still life has been the | east celebrated genre, and this
feels famliar. | see powerful potential in and kinship with the

under esti mat ed and over| ooked.

I think of observational painting as durational, marking tinme but also
col I apsi ng and condensi ng many days spent | ooking. In essence, the

pai ntings are records of ny experience of seeing but also a kind of
fiction. Resenblance is inmportant but not the only thing that matters. As
the work unfolds slowy over tinme, | aimto achieve a sense of presence
that reflects sonething of my subjects through these studi o encounters.

Working fromlife demands time and qui etude that feels especially
hard-won, |ike sw nm ng agai nst our cultural tide. | feel the
contradiction between the futility of and necessity for painting at this
nonent. And yet, through nourishing periods of focused observation, | have
al l owed nyself tine to slow down, | ook closely, and interpret the
experience of noticing through painting. | indulge in assertive color
haptic surface, and sensual gesture. | hope the work feels hunman and
famliar, serving as defiant acts of care and attention

Bl O

Christina Renfer Vogel holds an MFA fromthe Massachusetts Col |l ege of Art
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